Immunoaffinity purification: basic principles and operational considerations.
Immunoaffinity purification has become an important technique in biotechnology. In this review the basic principles of immunoaffinity separations are described with respect to the stages of operation and potential application. The most commonly used support materials, activation procedures, and coupling chemistries are compared to one another for suitability in various applications. Individual operational steps for fixed bed immunoadsorbents including loading, washing, elution and regeneration are described in terms of both theory and practice. Factors influencing adsorbent stability are identified, and alternative operation and configuration strategies are discussed in light of their application to immunoaffinity systems.